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Queen’s Wharf Brisbane uncovers mysterious pylon remains
Archaeologists working on the $3.6 billion Queen’s Wharf Brisbane development have unearthed
timber pylon remains from a bygone era with their age now Brisbane’s latest unsolved mystery.
Discovered behind 1 William Street, under the Riverside Expressway where Destination Brisbane
Consortium is building Waterline Park, experts believe the pylons could be as old as 165 years and
herald from the site’s early days as a wharf.
The Royal Historical Society of Queensland Councillor Ian Jempson said historical plans and aerials
showed the region once held many wharves including ‘Short Street Wharf’ where the pylons were found.
“The pylons are a fascinating find that could directly link to the site’s industrial history,” Mr Jempson said.
“Wharfing activities took place along the north bank city wharves from 1825 until the reclamation of land
began to build the Riverside Expressway around the 1960s and 70s.
“Queen’s Wharf was the first jetty built in 1826, near The Commissariat Store, and was originally called
King’s Jetty after King George IV, before being renamed to Queen’s Wharf in 1837 after Queen Victoria.
“Nearly 30 years later, Thomas Boyland built Short Street Wharf and store in 1853 on the short street
between Alice and Margaret streets, for steamers travelling to Ipswich to collect wool and other cargo.”
Mr Jempson said after Boyland went bankrupt in 1861, his wharf and shed were acquired by neighbour
J&G Harris, who had a wharf and large bond store in the same area in 1854 known as Harris’ Stores.
“During this time, the wharf became used for overseas shipping, dances, and events before William Collin
& Son moved to the site to operate Brisbane’s largest sand and gravel plant until it closed in 1968,” Mr
Jempson said.
“Although we may never know the exact age of these timber pylons, they could be an important tie to this
area’s rich history as a wharf and we are pleased that they will be preserved for future generations.”
The pylons were discovered during excavation and underwent age testing with the results returning as
inconclusive. Since then, they have been preserved in situ with a protective clay covering.
Destination Brisbane Consortium Project Director Simon Crooks said as the year begins to wind down,
the discovery of the timber pylons were a poignant reminder of the changing face of Brisbane.
“This discovery is more than just a piece of nostalgia – it shows the significant transformation that the city
has already undergone and the next wave of development taking place today,” Mr Crooks said.
“The pylons were found in the area where we are building Waterline Park, which will form part of the 12
football fields of public space that will be delivered to the people of Brisbane and visitors alike.
“Waterline Park’s subtropical greenery will herald yet another era for this part of Brisbane, in stark
contrast to its days as an industrial wharfing site.

“In the future, locals and visitors will be able to relax and enjoy lush grass and shaded seating areas, use
a variety of outdoor exercise equipment, and have a game of table tennis on the outdoor tables.”
Waterline Park remains on track for completion in the second half of next year and already features an
impressive art mural reflecting the tidal changes of the Brisbane River by Australian artist Alice Lang.
“At the same time, we expect to complete Mangrove Walk, which is an above-water pedestrian walkway
stretching 450 metres between the Botanic Gardens and Queen’s Wharf Brisbane,” Mr Crooks said.
“Mangrove Walk will feature an Indigenous message trail, a series of landings and lookouts with shaded
seating nooks to enjoy the view, an elevated pavilion, and a launching facility for small non-motorised
crafts such as kayaks and canoes.”
Meanwhile, Destination Brisbane Consortium is more than halfway through the excavation work to build
the integrated resort’s underground five-level basement.
“Our contractor, Probuild, has reached more than halfway through excavation with our basement currently
sitting at about 20 metres deep and is expected to be completed around August 2019,” Mr Crooks said.
To learn more about Queen’s Wharf Brisbane, visit www.queenswharfbrisbane.com.au and/or our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/queenswharfbrisbane/.
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